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National New Deal Preservation Association 
 
 
 
Your Invitation to Participate in the 2008 Commemoration 
 
 
Dear Friends of the New Deal Programs: 
 
  
Please join us in the commemoration of the 75th anniversary of America's 
New Deal Heritage.  The year long celebration begins on March 31, 
2008.  We will honor the original programs that began after the 
inauguration of President Franklin D. Roosevelt on March 4, 1933.  The 
75th Anniversary will also honor the participants in the New Deal and 
provide the opportunity for research, documentation, preservation, and 
renovation of America's New Deal heritage.  These include buildings, sites, 
the arts, and infrastructure, as well as events hopefully in all 50 states that 
educate the public about New Deal programs and their enduring impact on 
American life.  This handbook or guide is for you!  It was created to 
encourage local participation in the national commemoration.  Please feel 
free to copy this guide and distribute to others. 
 
 
FROM THE NATIONAL NEW DEAL PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION 
BOARD MEMBERS, STAFF & PLANNERS 
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What Was the New Deal? 
 
The New Deal was a comprehensive series of social and economic programs enacted 
during the Great Depression (1933-1941with the graphics program extended) by the 
Franklin D. Roosevelt Administration in order to solve the nation's economic 
crisis.  Many of those programs are still part of our everyday lives today. It included a 
vast array of public works with which the Roosevelt administration fought the stagnation 
of the Depression.   
  
During the famous "First Hundred Days" that followed Roosevelt's inaugural between 
March and June 1933, Congress passed 15 major pieces of legislation.  Among the major 
New Deal initiatives were the: 
·     Agricultural Adjustment Act  (AAA), which provided funding to farmers to curtail 
their production to stabilize prices. 
·     National Industrial Recovery Act (NRA), which provided for codes of fair 
competition to regulate industry and for the first  time in American history guaranteed the 
rights of labor to bargain collectively 
·     Public Works Administration  (PWA), which constructed roads, dams, and public 
buildings 
·    Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC), which served to insure deposits in 
banks 
·    Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), which provided for navigation, flood control, 
electricity generation, and economic development in the Tennessee River Valley, at that 
time one of the poorest and least developed regions of America. 

 
·    Resettlement Administration (later the Farm 
Security Administration) and the Division of 
Homestead Subsistence created relocation 
opportunities for families. Other programs provided 
for the creation of three complete new towns and 
supported other struggling villages. 
 
·    Rural Electrification Administration  (REA) -the 
development of a system to provide electricity to 
rural America. 
 

 
·     Social Security Administration-no description needed. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Two of the most recognizable/remembered programs of 
Roosevelt's administration were the Civilian Conservation Corps 
(CCC) and the Works Progress Administration (WPA) later 
known as the Works Projects Administration. The CCC was a 
special work program for unemployed young men whose enrollees 
planted trees and fought forest fires, built public parks, drained 
swamps to fight malaria, restocked rivers with fish, worked on 
flood control projects, and engaged in many other initiatives that 
helped to conserve the nation's environment and make it available 
for recreation for millions of Americans. The WPA was a 
compilation of varied work projects that provided employment for 
artists, musicians, actors, authors, and laborers which helped to put millions of men, 
women and youth back to work. Through these and other programs, the New Deal began 
a vast documentation and transformation of the United States. 
 
Today, the New Deal legacy still supports our nation.  Much of our country's 
infrastructure was built by New Deal programs from 1933 to 1941, including roads, 
electrical systems, municipal power plants, water and sewage systems, and 
schools.  Many government social programs have their roots in the New Deal, including 
major support for public education, public health and public recreation. Economic 
policies that were established include banking regulations, Social Security, and collective 
bargaining.  People working in New Deal programs constructed many public buildings, 
public sites, parks, and public art including murals, sculptures and paintings. Programs 
promoted contributions to literature, music and theater and oral histories of the 
period.  Most of all, the New Deal restored faith in our republic and its institutions. 
 
 
 
Why Commemorate the New Deal? 
 
Beginning March 31, 2008 we are celebrating the 75th anniversary to heighten public 
awareness and appreciation of America's New Deal experience. Across the nation we are 
asking people to join us by identifying and highlighting the many New Deal contributions 
to the nation's well-being and prosperity, and to honor the surviving veterans of the era's 
peacetime armies. 
  
 
This is an opportunity for YOU to showcase YOUR statewide or local New Deal 
Treasures in your area.  By doing so, you will also create economic, tourism and 
historic/heritage preservation activities ripe for establishing partnerships with many 
local/state agencies and organizations that can create a cooperative focus that 
benefits all. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
What Groups are Getting Involved in this 2008 Celebration? 
 
Many national organizations including our own National New Deal Preservation 
Association are already planning activities to highlight the legacy of New Deal Projects. 
Hopefully a large number of others will join us.  These organizations are beginning to 
merge into an informal coalition to coordinate their 2008 commemoration activities. A 
variety of activities are already being considered and as plans are solidified and NNDPA 
is notified, they will be displayed on our 75th Commemoration Calendar on the website: 
www.newdeal75.com . The organizations involved so far include and all have websites 
one can reference: 
 
       ·   The Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute (FERI) 
       ·     Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum 
       ·     Franklin D. Roosevelt American Heritage Center  
       ·     Library of Congress-Folklife Center  
       ·     Main Street USA 
       ·     National Association of Civilian Conservation Corps Alumni (NACCCA) 
       ·     National Building Museum, Washington, DC 
       ·     National Park Service (NPS) 
       ·     National Records and Archives Administration (NARA) 
       ·     National Trust for Historic Preservation (NTHP) 
       ·     State Rural Electric Associations 
       ·     State Historic Preservation Offices 
       ·     State Humanities Councils 
       ·     U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
       ·     U.S. Postal Service (USPS) 
  
These organizations can be valuable resources to help identify New Deal treasures in 
your area. They may be able to offer information about local sites and reference 
information as well as provide support for any local or state activities you plan.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
What Activities Are Developing For 2008? 
 
Some coalition member activities currently in the planning stages for the 2008 
commemoration include: 
  
·    Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum will sponsor a traveling FSA 
photo exhibit; "This Great Nation Will Endure." This exhibit will be available at several 
National Archive facilities around the country. 
·    The FDR Library can provide a curriculum packet on the New Deal along with a DVD, 
"Sights and Sounds of the FSA." 
·    Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum in Hyde Park, NY opens a 
new exhibit "The First Hundred Days" on March 4, 2008. 
·    "The Pare Lorentz Film Center at the FDR Library can make available DVD's of 
Lorentz's two great documentary films, "The River" and "The Plough that Broke the 
Plains." 
·    Franklin D. Roosevelt American Heritage Museum in Worcester, Mass. will share 
their treasures. 
·    Coordination of a conference by FERI will feature nationally recognized experts on 
the subject of "The Meaning of the New Deal" and will also include students from The 
Roosevelt Institutiona Progressive Policy Think Tank based at more than 35 colleges and 
universities nationwide. See www.rooseveltinstitution.org 
·    Library of Congress's Folklife Center is developing a New Deal offering. 
·    National Building Museum in Washington, DC has an exhibit planned. 
·    National Archives is in the early discussion stage of planning. 
·    Center for New Deal Studies at Roosevelt Univ. in Chicago is underway with plans to 
include some of the community programs. 
·    NNDPA is currently communicating with numerous museums, libraries and sites to 
encourage the highlighting their own specific New Deal treasures and possibly 
combining them with traveling photo exhibits. 
·    Oral History activities nationwide modeled on Library of Congress "Veterans History 
Project," see www.loc.gov/vets are underway with national Oral History professionals. 
·    New Mexico's Museum of Indian Arts and Culture plans a three day symposia 
focusing on the New Deal Native American accomplishments. There is a possibility it 
will be partnered with a similar program at the Kennedy Museum at the Univ. of Ohio in 
Athens, OH. 
·    New Mexico NNDPA chapter is partnering with the NM Humanities Council to create 
a new NM traveling photography exhibit, to create six regional maps of New Deal sites 
and treasures in that state. 
·    NM State Historic Preservation Office will feature the New Deal historic sites during 
the National Historic Preservation Month.  
·    NM Mainstreet towns (13) will feature their New Deal treasures 
·    Two NM universities are working with their treasures and the Public Broadcasting 
station on one campus to feature a variety of programs. 
·     Stirrings in Ohio sound like some promising planning is underway.     



·     Arkansas State Historic Preservation Office will feature their map of New Deal sites. 
·     Nat. Association of CCC Alumni is developing nationwide plans with their chapters.  
·     The three New Deal "Greentowns" are starting their planning including possible 
features in the July 4th parades. 
·     Arthurdale, WV is planning to participate but no specifics to date. 
·     Bandelier National Monument (NM) will be exhibiting their New Deal art and 
buildings and hopefully other National Park facilities will jump on board soon. 
·     Rural Electric Youth Essay Contests may feature the New Deal as their 2008  
topic. 
  
  
Ongoing projects of the NNDPA that can be helpful to any local effort include:  
  
·     Providing reference sources (bibliographies on websites) of New Deal books, and 
other media sources.  
·     The NNDPA library and archives in Santa Fe, NM are available for research.  
·     Providing a list of individuals in each state (where available) who have an interest in 
the New Deal and our activities. This includes known CCC alumni.  
·     Providing lists of New Deal sites in each state that we are aware of or will be referred 
to us by any source from possible participants.  
·     Encouraging student activities at the local level that are focused on New Deal history 
including schools and scouting youth. 
·     Coordinating curricula that includes New Deal history in the public schools, scouting 
programs, other related youth organizations. 
·     Assist in finding corporate or private grants and other funding sources to be able to 
publicize this nationwide activity.  
·     Sharing the New Deal's message of hope. 
·     Encouraging the identification of existing New Deal-related curricula and educational 
materials to be placed on our websites. 
·     Encouraging the reprinting of WPA Federal Guidebooks done during the New Deal 
era that have not been reprinted in the recent past.  
·     Encouraging the printing of New Deal Heritage Tourism Maps in every state.  
·     Encouraging Native American New Deal and other ethnic offerings that came out of 
the New Deal projects. 
·     Availability to make New Deal related presentations at local, state, regional and 
national conferences. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
How Can You Commemorate the 75th Anniversary Between March 31, 
2008 to March 31, 2009? 
 
Identify  Treasures    
 
New Deal treasures are everywhere, so common that we take them for granted…this 
includes your elders.  The first step towards preserving the sites is to research and 
document their locations and their origins.  Besides the national organizations previously 
mentioned, each community and state has resources of their own providing valuable 
information. These may include: 
 
·           Your elders who participated in any of the New Deal projects people who were in 
the WPA, CCC, NYA (National Youth Administration, etc.) We suggest you place an 
article in the local newspaper requesting they contact you.  The CCC national 
organization (NACCCA) has a list of current members. A non-profit group in California 
has some information. (The Living New Deal-- (www.newdealproject.org). NM Chapter 
of NNDPA has some lists.  
 
· Public buildings such as post offices, courthouses, city halls, schools, universities, 
hospitals, museums, libraries, fire stations, fire lookout towers, bus and train stations, fish 
hatcheries, etc. 
·  Public art  (murals, sculptures, wall art, furnishings, electrical fixtures)  
·  National, state, and local parks and monuments  
·  Roads, rock walls, sewer and water systems  
·  Music and theatrical programs  
·  State guidebooks and other publications  
·  Oral histories  
·  Photographic documentation of the period and people  
·  Architectural and engineering surveys   
 
National organizations and agencies that are listed on page 5 of this guidebook can be 
helpful in identifying local New Deal treasures. The following nationally based agencies 
and their state and local offices (where applicable) can also be helpful in identification of 
New Deal era projects: 
  
·          Congressional Delegations 
·          General Services Administration (GSA) 
·          Library of Congress (LOC) 
·          National Archives and Records Administration 
·          National Building Museum 
·          National Parks and Monuments 
·          National Trust for Historic Preservation 
·          Native American Organizations 
·          Smithsonian Institute 



·          U.S. Department of Agriculture 
·          U.S. Department of the Interior  
·          U.S. Forest Service 
·          Bureau of Land Management 
·          Bureau of Reclamation 
·          U.S. Postal Services  
·          U.S. Rural Electric Association 
·          U.S. Social Security Administration 
·          Related National Associations/Organizations 
o        AARP 
o        American History Association 
o        American Studies Association 
o        National Library Association 
o        Oral History Society 
o        Historic Preservation Assoc. 
o        American Museum Association 
o        Theater, Dance and Musical organizations 
o        And more!!!! 
  
At the state and local level many organizations and agencies can be helpful with 
identification and can be enlisted as partners in your area effort. Some that we have 
found to be helpful in the past include: 
  
·          State and local historical societies and preservation entities 
·          State and local Libraries and Archives 
·          State and local Museums 
·          State and local Oral History Society Archives 
·          State Historic Preservation Offices 
·          State Cultural Agencies  
·          State Parks and Monuments 
·          State Tourism Agencies 
·          Senior Citizen Agencies 
·          Universities 
·          Scenic By Ways Programs 
·          National Trails Programs 
·          State Highway Depts. 
·          Post Offices 
·          Service Clubs/Women's Clubs 
·          Art Conservators 
·          Art Councils and Art Historians 
·          Symphonic Organization Archives 
·          Media resources  
  
 



 
Identify local partners 
 
A local or state commemoration of the New Deal Legacy will best be created by a group 
of people with a common interest in this historic era. Any of the groups (or individual 
members of these groups) mentioned in this guidebook up to this point will make ideal 
partners in your planning process. (See above lists) 
 
A sponsoring organization to act as fiscal agent and provide administrative support will 
be ideal for any group planning to receive and expend funds. The sponsor may be a 
governmental entity or a non-profit registered as a 501(c) 3 with the Internal Revenue 
Service. A sponsoring non-profit should have a mission statement that is complementary 
to the purpose of the commemoration.  Historical societies, private museums, 
preservation organizations and community foundations are probably the most well suited 
non-profits for this sponsoring purpose. 
 
Identify desired activities and plans to carry them out 
 
Once you have located and combined New Deal treasures with possible local partners, 
then various ideas will come forth on what, how, when and where to showcase your 
treasures. The focus should be to have activities that "heighten public awareness and an 
appreciation of the enduring legacy of the New Deal in America today."  The following 
are suggestions to spark your own ideas for what would "fly" in your area.  
  
1.      Exhibits and Tours in all New Deal buildings whether in Washington, DC, an entire 
state or our small communities. (courthouses, libraries, schools, city halls, cemeteries, 
jails, bus stations, post offices, hospitals, etc.) involved with us. 
 
2.      Exhibits and Tours to view public art in the public buildings around the community 
or country. 
 
3.      Exhibits and Tours of local, state and national parks and monuments. 
 
4.      Exhibits at museums of any size with New Deal period items/treasures. 
 
5.      Speaking events or parties where New Deal participants/elders can be honored and 
recognized for their contributions to our country. Include folks that were involved as: 
 
               a.     CCC                     g.     Musicians 
 
               b.     WPA                    h.     Dancers 
 
               c.     NYA                     i.     Architects 
 
               d.     Artists                   j.     Engineers 
 



               e.     Writers                  k.     Army Corp supervisors 
 
               f.     Actor's                   l.      Others 
 
6.      Encourage students to capture the stories of their family elders or elders at Senior 
Citizen Centers, etc. either on audio or video tape and work up a documentary. Possibly 
give prizes for the best project. 
 
7.      Actually have spotlights on your New Deal buildings in town or state one night or 
week.  
 
8.      Reprint and/or update the original State Guidebooks done by the Federal Writers 
Project in every state if not already done. 
 
9. Encourage live theater performances from the Federal Theater archives or develop 
current "Living Newspaper" performances fashioned after the original performances from 
the Federal Theater Project.  
 
10. Encourage musical performances by New Deal established symphonies and other 
musical venues, i.e. folk music, Woody Guthrie. 
 
11. Creation of a Congressional Resolution to oversee these activities and honor the New 
Deal alumni.  Or obtain a state gubernatorial and/or legislative resolution, memorial, etc. 
to bring statewide recognition to the accomplishments of the New Deal.  
 
12. Encourage your Tourism and Chambers of Commerce groups to help promote 
 various New Deal activities which will benefit tourism and businesses statewide. 
 
13. Work with the annual History Day school competitions at the local, state and  
national levels. Also possible to get Boys Scouts and Girl Scouts involved as Eagle Scout 
and Gold Award activities. Check with County Extension Agencies to have them include 
something as a project for their youth. 
 
14. Develop opportunities to have "FDR Look Alike" speakers give a presentation in 
your community or state.  NNDPA knows of two such individuals in IL and CO. New 
Mexico has two Humanities Council Chautauqua presenters who feature Clyde and 
Carrie Tingley (former governor and wife during the New Deal era.)   Maybe other 
Humanities Councils have presenters from that same era.  
 
15. What else have you thought of by now??? 
 
Once you have made the decision or what, when, where and how you will commemorate 
the 75th anniversary in your town or state, please let NNDPA know so we can add it to 
the 2008 NNDPA calendar on our websites. www.newdeal75,org and 
www.newdeallegacy.org 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
About the National New Deal Preservation Association 
  
The NNDPA is a 501c(3) non-profit organization that works to identify, document, and 
preserve the New Deal visual and performing arts, literature, crafts, structures, and 
environmental projects and to educate people about these important legacies.  The group 
is comprised of men and women from all walks of life with one common 
interest:  finding ways to help every state identify, document, and preserve what they 
have from that prolific period and educate the citizens regarding its value and the need to 
save it for future generations.  For more information on the NNDPA, go to 
http://www.newdeallegacy.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 
 
National New Deal Preservation Association Membership Form 
 
 
 
NAME  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
TITLE/ORGANIZATION    _______________________________________________ 
 
 
STREET ADDRESS OR 
PO BOX   ______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CITY, STATE, AND ZIP  _________________________________________________ 
 
 
TELEPHONE  __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
FAX  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
EMAIL  ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
CREDIT CARD NUMBER _______________________________________________ 
 
 
EXP. DATE________________     CARD TYPE: VISA ____     MASTERCARD ____ 
 
 
 
Please check: I wish to receive my NNDPA newsletter by ____mail_____email  
(must show valid E-mail address) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Membership requested (partially tax exempt):   
 
�         Individual membership - $25 / Calendar year  
 
�         Family Membership - $45 / Calendar year  
 
�         Institutional/group membership - $100 / Calendar year for groups up to 50  
 
�         Institutional/group membership - $150 / Calendar year for groups of +50  
 
�         Donation - more as you desire to support the organization ___________ or 
 
�         provide specific support to this 2008 activity___________________________. 
 
  
 
Make checks payable to: NNDPA, PO Box 602, Santa Fe, NM 87504-0602 
Refer questions/concerns to that address or email to newdeal@cybermesa.com 
 

 
 

 
 

Sign up to join in the "75th New Deal Commemoration in 2008 
  
 

Please complete and return this form to NNDPA at PO Box 602, Santa Fe, NM 
87504, fax to 505) 473-3985 or email to newdeal@cybermesa.com  
 
 
 
 
 
Date_______________________  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
We are desirous of participating in the 75th New Deal commemoration activities in 
2008.  The following is information indicating our interest, knowledge, plans and 
commitment.  
 
1. NAME OF AGENCY/GROUP/INDIVIDUAL  _______________________________ 
     
    Contact Person  ________________________________________________________ 
     
    Physical Location  ______________________________________________________  
     
    Mailing Address (if different)  _____________________________________________ 
     
    Email Address  _________________________________________________________ 
     
    Website Address  _______________________________________________________ 
     
    Phone/s  _________________ Cell  ________________ Fax  ____________________ 
  
 
2. KNOWN NEW DEAL TREASURES: 
 
____Buildings, _____Art, _____Furniture/Furnishings, _____Parks 
 
____Archival Materials, ______Monument (State/Nat.)_____Other,  
 
Please provide information about your treasures:  
  
3. PLANNED COMMEMORATION ACTIVITIES:  ____________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. SITES OF PLANNED ACTIVITY: (more than one is great.) Please list.  ___________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. DATES OF PLANNED EVENTS OR OTHER ACTIVITIES:  ___________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
    
6.  NNDPA SHOULD ALSO CONTACT:  ____________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________  
                               
 



 
A P P E N D I X 

 
 

1.   Sample Agenda for Initial Meetings 
 
2.   Form to Identify New Deal Treasures 
 
3.   Sample Flyer 
 
4.   Information about Major New Deal Projects (not all inclusive) 

 
 

 
   
 



  
 
 

Help Preserve the Legacy of the New Deal: 
 

Visit http://www.newdeal75.org and http://www.newdeallegacy.org 
 
 

Join in the 75th Celebration-2008: 
Fill out the 75th Participation Form and send it in. 

 
We also encourage you to join the NNDPA, so please complete the Membership Form 

also and return. 
 

Contact us at newdeal@cybermesa.com 
 
 

 
 


